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REPORT.
To paid the following bills by orders on the Towil
Treasurer.
STATE AND COUNTY TAX.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State tax, $1,292 00
Charles W. Fall, County " 1,894 43
$3,186 43
SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
Paid Aziah C. Willey, District No. 1, $163 8t
George A. Yeaton, " " 2, 239 19
Isaac D. Watson and John W. Mathews,
Dist. No. 3, 167 18
Frank Lane, '* " 4, 150 00
Mrs. Emily B. Sibley, " " 5, 162 69
Thomas W. Hill, " 6, 137 23
Frank A. Dore, " " 7, 103 28
Miss Harriette Dow, " " 8, 150 06
Horace H. Moulton, " " 9, 286 63
Horace B. Tuttle, " 10, 126 4T
Miss Mary C. Ballard, " " 11, 112 20
Charles H. Willey, '* 12, 229 00
S. W. Roberts, maps several school dist's, 30 6$
Total, $2,058 m
4PAUPER BILLS.
Paid Hiram R. Waldron, support of Daniel
Quimby and Louisa Nutter, 156 00
Samuel W. Roberts, 4 60
George A. Yeaton, supplies, 4 00
Washington Libbey, for George Libbey, 59 50
Paul Desjardins, 20 00
James W. Garvin & Co., for Geo. Libbey, 5 33
Frank P. Thrasher, for three travelers, 3 00
Mayhew C. Davis, 13 12
John W. Mathews, supplies for J. M. Drury, 3 92
Total, $269 47
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
Paid Hiram Paul, 119 50
Frank D. Sawyer, 110 00
John J. Horn, 45 00
William H. Perkins, 57 36
Thomas Wood, 7 05
Eben J. Hersom, 6 28
Charles F. Rines, 4 00
Isaac D. Watson, 7 50
Joseph Hanson, 75
Samuel G. Wentworth, 1 00
Gilman P. Dore, 1 25
Daniel S. Davis, 1 25
John B. Lord, 3 25
James WT . Hill, 3 12
5Paid Thomas L. Wentworth, 62
Madison S. Wentworth, 4 00
Morrill B. Smith, 1 25
Alfred G. Young, 1 12
Robert H. Pike, 1 06
John B. Perry, 1 87
John Perry, 1 25
Alvah Runnels, 3 75
William H. Willey, 5 56
Henry Chase, 1 25
Joseph Streater, 62
Jonathan M. Burley, 3 62
Asa W. Hill, 1 25
Oliver Nutter, 1 63
Total, $396 16
BREAKING ROADS.
District No. 1. Paid John W. Evans, 1 56
Albert L. Evans, 1 06
George C. Pike, 72
Alvah S. Garland, 45
John W. Kimball, 90
U 69
District No. 2. Paid William A. Maleham, 1 20
George Gage, 72
$1 92
6District No. 3. Paid James Tuttle, 4 92
James McN. Cook, 1 20
Haven N. Cook, 1 00
Isaac T. Clark, 3 63
Paul Howard, 60
$11 35
District No. 4. Paid John W. Mathews, 5 76
George F. Sceggel, 5 52
George L. Wentworth, 5 52
Aaron Hurd, 2 88
$19 68
District No. 5. Paid John Gilman, 96
Jackson Horn, 36
Charlotte Wiggin, 1 74
Hiram Paul, 1 80
John L. Perkins, 12
Henry D. Lane, 3 48
Benjamin F. Tibbetts, 54
$9 00
District No. 6. Paid Daniel S. Davis, 1 50
Jonathan M. Burley, 1 44
Fred. Waldron, 2 64
Asa W. Hill, 2 40
James W. Hill, 2 16
John Perry, 1 08
$11 22
7District No. 7. Paid John Mee, 8 91
John J. Horn, 5 22
Samuel C. Horn, 1 22
$15 35
District No. 8. Paid Alvah Kunnels, 3 84
Herschel Moulton, 60
Eben Chapman, 2 40
Joseph B. Nichols, 36
Aaron Nichols, 36
Jeremiah Kicker, 2 40
Eobert Moulton, 1 56
Charles E. Brackett, 1 92
$13 44
District No. 9. Paid John S. Nason, 5 63
Andrew J. Bobinson, 2 52
Samuel F. Lane, 84
Enoch D. Yeaton, 1 68
$10 67
District No. 10. Paid Isaac T. Clark, 5 32
Brackett M. Weeks, 2 67
Phineas J. Weeks, 78
John H. Weeks, 1 80
John F. Weeks, 2 22
Jacob Lock, 1 68
Charles J. Cottle, 3 84
$18 31
8District No. 11. Paid George W. Seward, 4 50
John C. Philbrick, 1 32
$5 82
District No. 12. Paid John Kimball, 84
James L. Libbey, 42
$1 26
District No. 13. Paid Rufus Hanson, 60
Aaron Young, 1 68
Mayhew C. Davis, 1 68
Alfred G. Young, 1 68
Thomas L. Wentworth, 1 68
$7 32
District No. 14. Paid John F. Garland, 2 40
Hiram W. Hutchins, 3 96
$6 36
District No. 15. Paid James Tucker, 3 00
Samuel B. Ames, 4 56
Ira Hanson, 4 56
$12 12
District No. 16. Paid Frank A. Dore, 5 64
William S. Butler, 4 14
$9 78
District No. 17. Paid Thomas Wood, 5 28
Oliver Nutter, 4 44
Morrill B. Smith, 1 56
Joshua Brooks, 4 31
9District No. 17. Paid Gilman P. Dore, 24
William Towle, 6 48
$22 31
District No. 18. Paid John F. Farnham, 1 26
George H. Gage, 84
Thomas H. Johnson, 84
Richmond Richards, 36
$3 30
District No. 19. Paid Thomas W. Hill, 4 50
Peter C. Young, 4 86
Madison S. Wentworth, 12 36
Daniel Campnell, 5 16
$26 88
District No, 20. Paid Washington Libbey, 2 40
A. A. Rollins, 3 50
Alonzo Lovell, 1 56
$7 46
District No. 21. Paid Josiah Wiggin, $2 04
District No. 23. Paid Charles W. Page, 72
George F. Piper, 1 08
James P. Fellows, 72
William K Fellows, 72
Noah K. Natter, 1 56
John R. Downs, 1 08
Frank Piper, 1 20
Mark F. Piper, 2 16
$9 24
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District No. 24. Paid John W. Sanborn, 6 00
Ebenezer Garvin, 2 40
Mark I. Allen, 1 20
Plummer Wilkinson, 1 20
Jefferson P. Brown, 1 20
Ivory F. Rice, 1 20
$13 20
District No. 25. Paid Calvin Farnham, 3 12
Aziah C. Willey, 12 72
William H. Willey, 2 16
$18 00
District No. 26. Paid Sylvester M. Cooper, $5 10
District No. 27. Paid Jonathan R. Oilman, $3 18
District No. 28. Paid Samuel G. Wentworth, 3 12
Jefferson Merrow, 60
Joseph Hanson, 2 88
Orrin Wentworth, 1 56
David W. C. Wentworth, 1 08
John C. Waldron, 2 88
$12 12
District No. 29. Paid Edwin H. Wentworth, 6 72
Charles Moulton, 6 96
Robert S. Corson, 1 74
John G. Stevens, 3 48
Benjamin Randall, 2 64
Edwin R. Willey, 3 60
$25 14
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District No. 30.
District No. 31.
District No. 32.
District No. 33.
District No. 34.
Total,
Paid Joseph Streater, 60
Charles F. Pines, 5 43
John B. Lord, 1 50
$7 53
Paid Satchell Weeks, 84
George W. Dow, 1 20
James W. Shorey, 1 68
Leander W. Lary, 3 36
S7 08
Paid Hiram Jones, 1 56
E. F. D. Sibley, 5 04
Josiah E. Archibald, 1 44
Edward B. Farnham, 5 76
Everett C. Hooper, 1 80
Josiah W. Wiggin, 3 00
$21 60
Paid William H. Perkins, S2 64
Paid Nathaniel Meserye, 1 44
Alonzo TVentworth, 72
Peter H. Campnell, 72
Jacob Ballard, 72
S3 60
1348 71
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NOTES AND INTEREST.
Paid Sarah Y. Cook, note and interest, 326 26
John W. Sanborn, interest, 30 00
Burrows Drew, " 1 30
$357 56
TOWN BONDS AND COUPONS.
Paid John F. Weeks, 104 00
Lucy A. Wiggin, 104 00
Sarah A. Hall, 312 00
Burrows Drew, 104 00
Freeman D. Pike, 364 00
Jacob Lock, 52 00
Interest coupons on bonds remaining due, 580 00
$1,620 00
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.
Paid Hiram P. Mansur one-half the propor-
tion of interest on ministerial fund
due the Freewill Baptist Society,
for the year ending March 1, 1881, 8 95
Mrs. Joseph R. Mitchell one-half the
proportion of interest on ministerial
fund due the Methodist Society, for
the year ending March 1, 1881, 8 95
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Paid Timothy' Davis one-half the proportion
of interest on ministerial fund due
the Methodist Society, for the year
ending March 1, 1881, 8 95
Samuel W. Roberts the proportion of
interest on ministerial fund due the
Congregational Society for the year
ending March 1, 1881, 17 91
$44 76
REPAIRS ON TOWN HOUSE.
Paid Amos G. Duntley, labor, 4 15
Freeman D. Pike, " 7 13
John F. Farnham, " 3 00
Andrew J. Robinson, " 8 62
George A. Yeaton, materials, 5 36
John L. Perkins, labor, 1 50
Enoch D. Yeaton, " 19 45
John S. Nason. shingles, 34 00
George H. Gage, " 2 20
Andrew J. Milliken, materials, paint, &c, 7 34
Daniel Brackett, lumber, 2 44
Samuel M. Allen, mason work, 5 15
$100 34
OUTSTANDING BILLS.
Paid Josiah H. Hobbs, Guar, of Frank Hobbs, 163 94
Josiah Wiggin, sheep killed by dogs, 12 00
Daniel Brackett, 4 32
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Paid Andrew G. Hall, balance of sheep bill, 4 00
Hiram P. Mansur, watering place for 1879, 3 00
Clarence E. Junkins, poll tax paid in Mass. 1 88
John J. Horn, repairing road in 1879, 1 97
John W. Evans, " 75
$191 86
MISCELLANEOUS BILLS.
Paid Armine D. Paul, $20 76
Charles H. Willey, 32 47
Mayhew C. Davis, 10 00
Jonathan R. Oilman, 9 00
Charles W. Sanborn, 5 00
George H. Gage, bounties paid on hawks, 3 60
Asa M. Brackett, " " " 3 00
Satchell Weeks, 3 76
John E. Scruton, 2 50
Samuel W. Roberts, 2 25
Reuben Archibald, 1 80
Andrew J. Milliken, 1 38
George H. Gage, express bills, &c, paid, 1 15
Edwin W. Junkins, " " 1 00
Alvah Runnels, 90
Henry D, Lane, 50
Isaac N. Fellows, 30
Edwin W. Jenkins, express bill, 1 00
Aziah C. Willey, non-resident highway tax
paid in labor,
m
150 66
Aziah C. Willey, discount for all further
abatement on tax-list for 1880, 50 00
$301 03
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ABATEMENTS.
Paid Isaac N. Fellows the following abatements on
his tax-list for 1876.
Kobert S. Corson, 6 62 Joseph Cloutier, 9 50
Oilman P. Dorr, 1 00 Heirs G. W. Hutchins, 7 79
William E. Tucker, 6 65 Charles A. Weeks, 1 90
Stephen M. Willey, 52 George Wentworth, 1 90
William B. Small, 1 60 John Davis, dog, 2 00
Nathaniel Goudy, 1 76 —
—
Total, $41 44
To paid Satchell Weeks the following abatements on
• tax-list for 1877.
Noah Wilkinson, 9 37 D. Emerson,dog tax, 1 00
Total, $10 37
To paid Isaac T. Clark the following abatements on
tax-list for 1878.
Jerry Avery, 20
Thomas J. Butler, 1 85
Martin V. B. Drury, 1 85
E. B. Farnham, dog, 1 00
Augustine Lover, 1 85
A. S. Weeks, dog loss, 1 00
Joseph Cloutier, 1 85
Total,
Charles A. Caldwell, 1 85
George Grundy, 1 85
Oscar Fellows, 185
Robert C. McDaniels, 3 29
Wm. B. Wentworth,
loss of dog, 1 00
$19 44
16
To paid Aiziah C. Willey the following abatements on
tax-list for 1880.
Sam'l Adjutant, taxed
in Brookfield, 2 02
Joseph E. Campnell, 84
Jonathan B. Colbath, 1 68
Silas E. Davis, 1 68
Jas. Drew,lossof dog,l 00
John Flanders, 2 02
Chas. F. Goldsmith, 1 68
Benjamin Horn, 1 68
Albert L. Evans,
loss of ox, 74
Otis Nason, ' 1 68
A. A. Rollins, 1 68
F. D. Sawyer,dogloss,l 00
Mary S. Hanson, dog,l 00
Heirs of Edmund B.
Tebbetts, 4 54
Frank Whitehouse, 1 68
Luther W. Palmer, 1 68
Charles J. Cottle, loss
of horse, 1 18
Jas. Tucker, dog loss, 1 00
Jane Mills, 3 36
Heirs Wm. Moulton, 8 40
Geo. A. Richardson, 1 68
Chas. A. Weeks paid
in Mass., 1 68
Total,
Total of abatements,
Thomas J. Butler, 1
Herbert B. Colbath, 1
S. M. Cooper,dogloss,l
68
68
00
00
97
68
68
68
50
68
Frank E. Davis, " 1
Asa M. Farnham, 4
Augustus Glidden, 1
John D. Hanson, 2
Edwin P. Jenness, 2
Eben Chapman, loss
of horse and dog, 1
Jacob R. Pike, 1
J. W. Sanborn, error
in assessments, 17 80
Charles Tanner, 1 68
Enoch T. Smart, 1 68
Asa Whitehouse, 1 68
Lorenzo White, 2 01
Henry Chase, over 70
years of age, 1 68
Daniel Milliken, loss
of dog, 1 00
John Hanson, loss of
dog, 1 00
Heirs of Chesley Jen-
ness, 2 02
William S. Tucker, 1 68
$96 68
$167 73.
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WATERING TROUGHS.
Paid Leander W. Lary, S3 00
Turner N. Seward, 3 00
Hiram P. Mansur, 3 00
John W. Mathews, 3 00
Jonathan R. Gilman, 3 00
$15 00
SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS.
Paid Aziah C. Willey, 9 00
Hiram Jones, 8*00
Richard F. D. Sibley, 5 00
$22 00
STATIONERY.
Paid Charles H. Pike, printing town accounts, 46 00
E. J. Lane, two record books, 14 50
Morrill E. Silsby, 5 30
George H. Gage, 1 60
G. H. H. Silsby & Son, 79
$68 19
TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid Robert H. Pike, treasurer of 1880, 30 00
Robert H. Pike, assessor for 6 days, 12 00
Richard F. D. Sibley, assessor for 10 days, 20 00
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Paid Samuel W. Roberts, S. S. Committee, 36 00
Horatio G. Sawyer, town clerk, 20 86
Charles W. Page, supervisor of check-list, 8 00
Joshua H. Cloutman, " 6 00
Charles W. Sanborn, " " 5 00
Charles A. Varney, auditor, 2 00
Morrill B. Smith, " 2 00
George H. Gage, selectman, 103 35
Asa M. Brackett, " 67 75
Geo. L. Wentworth, " 70 00
Aziah C. Willey, collector of taxes 1880, 94 86
Total paid town officers, $477 82
Received by the town treasurer the following sums
:
Received of the treasurer for 1879, 439 51
State treasurer, savings bank tax, 629 82
literary fund, 108 78
railroad tax, 8 27
County of Carroll, 194 95
Geo. H. Gage, unexpended witness
fee in Robinson case, 4 00
Samuel W. Roberts, 2 00
Isaac N. Fellows, tax-list for 1876, 395 89
Satchell Weeks, " " 1877, 10 37
Isaac T.Clark, " " 1878, 122 91
Aziah C. Willey, " " 1880, 8,879 38
Daniel Brackett, 400 00
Whole amount received by the treasurer, $11,195 88
Whole amount paid out by selectmen by
orders on town treasurer, 9,625 36
Balance in the hands of the treasurer, $1,570 52
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LIABILITIES.
Due the several school districts, unexpended
money for 1880, 152 58
several school districts, interest on
school fund for 1881, 44 75
Free.Will Baptist Society,one-half the
proportion of interest on minis-
terial fund, for the year ending
March 1st, 1878, 8 95
Free Will Baptist Society, one-half
the proportion of interest on
ministerial fund for the year
ending March, 1, 1879, 8 '95
Free Will Baptist Society,one-half the
proportion of interest on min-
isterial fund,for the year ending
March 1, 1880. 8 95
Free Will Baptist Society,one-half the
proportion of interest on minis-
terial fund, for the year ending
March 1, 1881, 8 95
Several religious societies interest on
ministerial fund, for the year
ending March 1, 1882, 53 73
John W. Sanborn, note and interest
known as the Rollins fund, 500 00
Will be due Burrows Drew, May 1, town bonds, 1,248 00
Laura E. Scruton, " " 1,040 00
John C. Penney, " " 1,040 00
Sarah A. Hall, * " 1,144 00
Chas. C. Richards, ' " 1,404 00
MarkH.Wentworth," " 1,248 00
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Will be due Jos. Maleham, May 1, town bonds, 1,248 00
Jacob Ballard, t< (< 624 00
Elsie T. Langley's")
heirs, j
u t; 728 00
Lucy A. Wiggin, it it 416 00
Lizzie Pike, ft tt 520 00
Eliza Blake, it t 4 520 00
Freeman D. Pike, vt «( 312 00
Mary A. Duntley, (( it 416 00
Algernon S. Weeks, a ti 260 00
Mary L. Perkins, i . it 208 00
Susan A. Pike, a ti 208 00
Almira Pike, a ft 104 00
Lavina J. Weeks, ft ft 104 00
Catherine V. Weeks, ft ti 156 00
Salome C. Weeks, t t 104 00
Wm. A. Maleham, « it 364 00
Hiram 0. Stevens, It 52 00
George F. Sceggel, a ti 52 00
Mary C. Ballard, a 104 00
Belle C. Fall, tt tl 156 00
Lucy N. Fall,
'
ft a 156 00
Lucy A. Hill, K it 208 00
Elizabeth Weeks, it it 208 00
Eliza J. Gage, ft it 208 00
George H. Gage, it a 208 00
Irena Wentworth >
heirs, J
(< tt 156 00
Mary Garland, ft a 156 00
Isaac N. Fellows, when he settles
his tax-list for the year 1876, 40 00
Total liabilities, $15,936 86
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BY MONEY DUE THE TOWN.
1,826 00
239 06
27 09
190 17
1,570 52
$3,852 84
Amount of liabilities, 15,936 86
Money due the town, 3,852 84
Leaving balance against the town, $12,084 02
The XJ. S. government claims for bounties, amount-
ing to $2,552 40, is not included in the foregoing
accounts.
GEORGE H. GAGE, ) Selectmen
ASA M. BRACKETT, I of
GEORGE L. WENiTWORTH, ) Wakefield.
Due from Daniel Brackett, treasurer 1877,
Isaac N. Fellows, tax-list 1876,
Isaac T. Clark, " 1878,
County of Carroll,
Treasurer for 1880,
Wakefield, N. H., March 9, 1881.
We, the subscribers, auditors for the town of Wake-
field, having this day carefully examined the foregoing
accounts of the selectmen, hereby report that we find
them correctly cast and supported by proper vouchers.
EBENEZER GARVIN, )
CHARLES A. VARNEYj
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
RECEIVED.
From treasurer 1879, 441 01
State treasurer, 746 87
Carroll County, 194 95
Daniel Brackett, on his note, 400 00
George H. Gage, 4 00
Samuel W. Roberts, 2 00
Isaac N. Fellows, collector for 1876, 395 89
C« i. 1 11 A XT 1 •
.
batchell Weeks, " " 1877, 10 37
Isaac T. Clark, " " 1878, 122 91
A * 1 /~1 TXT ' 1 1Aziah C. Willey, k * " 1880, 8,879 38
$11,197 38
PAID.
State and county tax, $3,186 43
School districts, 2,058 30
Support of poor, 209 97
Dog tax fund, 38 00
Roads and bridges, 424 60
Breaking roads. 342 41
Notes and interest, 357 56
Bonds and coupons, 1,620 00
Religious societies, 44 76
Miscellaneous bills, 489 85
Printing and stationery, 68 19
Town officers, 477 82
Watering places, 18 00
Abatements, 223 37
Balance on hand, 1,638 12
$11,197 38
ROBERT H. PIKE, Treasurer.
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Wakefieed, N. H., March 9, 1881.
We, the subscribers, auditors for the town of Wake-
field, having this day carefully examined the foregoing
accounts of the treasurer, hereby report that we find
them correctly cast and fully supported by proper
vouchers.
EBENEZER GARVIN, )
CHARLES A. VARNEY, j

REPORT OF SCHOOLS.
To the Citizens of Wakefield :
Your committee would congratulate you on the very
general success of your schools during the past year.
No term of school has proved a failure, nor has any
serious difficulty in the management of any school
come to our knowledge. All the teachers, we have
reason to believe, have devoted their best energies to
the advancement of their pupils, and few have been
the exceptions where there has not been a hearty
co-operation with them, on the part of the scholars.
Our earliest acquaintance with the schools showed
us very plainly that their principal defects were want
of thoroughness in preparation for reciting, of prompt-
ness in recitation, and lack of good reading. These
deficiencies were pointed out, both to teachers and
pupils, and their co-operation secured, with our efforts,
to improve in these respects. In this direction we can
but think good progress has been made. Still the top-
most round of the ladder has not, by a long distance,
been reached.
After the alphabet is mastered, such lessons should
be assigned as the scholar is able to commit, and, so
far as possible and practicable, the teacher should see
to it that the lesson is learned before the recitation.
4
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The recitation is no place to commit the lesson ; that
is the place to elucidate and enforce it. A lesson
imperfectly committed will, of course, be imperfectly
recited. Hence the mumbling, low-toned, hesitating
manner in recitations. Whatever is worth doing at
all, is worth doing well; and if when "it is done, it is
done well, then it were well it was done quickly."
Both teachers and scholars should enter the school
room as if they meant business. Let the teachers be
patient, prompt, energetic, active, wide-awake in the
school, and enthusiasm, activity, perseverance and
promptness will be manifested on the part of the
scholars in the exercises. Every pupil, too, should be
made to stand on his own individual merits, and no
recitation, however insignificant, should ever be in
concert. But we are aware that the altogether too
great number of classes, exceeding, in some schools,
the number of scholars, and the too great multiplicity
of text boots in the same branch of education, and
sometimes by the same author, are a great obstacle to
this much needed reform.
In regard to reading, too little attention, we think,
has been paid to it. It has been too much a hap-
hazard or put-by business in all our schools, high and
common. Hence so comparatively few good readers
among the educated. To remedy this defect, we have
endeavored to enforce the necessity of having an
exact lesson given, studied and recited, in this branch
of education, from the time the alphabet is learned
till the scholar graduates from the school. And what
an accomplishment to be a good reader! How does
it add to the power and influence of the occupant o
the pulpit, bar, or social circle. And to be a perfect
27
reader is to give the thoughts of others as though
they were your own, and not read them from book or
paper at that. Perfection is what we, poor mortals,
should aim at in all things. To accomplish this, or
come anywhere near it, the scholar should be taught
to read naturally, and no measured cadence or assumed
tone should be allowed. And we believe the effect-,
for smaller classes especially, of reading much in con-
cert is bad.
If just as the "twig is bent the tree's inclined,"
how vastly important it is that those who have the
bending of the twig should bend it in the right direc-
tion. Next to the care of home, our children are
intrusted largely to the care of the "common school
teacher." By example the teacher should enforce hig
precepts, whether secular or moral. Now we have
heard several of the teachers very badly pronounce
some very common terms, and use some very ungram-
matical phrases, in the school room, but we are most
happy to say that we have heard no word from them,
or seen no act of theirs, of an immoral tendency.
Must not Heaven look with rejoicing upon the labors
of the faithful teacher, who is trying to turn the
youthful mind from the paths of sin into those of
virtue and peace?
During our short experience as committee, we have
been almost flooded with the circulars, and bored not
a little by the agents, of the different houses of pub-
lication of school books. To most of the agents we
have turned a deaf ear, and to most of the circulars
a blind eye. We believe the supervisors of the schools
of the State should have some concert of action, and
should unitedly set their foot on this thing, and should
28
not allow an already tax-ridden community to be unnec-
essarily taxed to help on what has become a mere
speculation, by making frequent changes of text
books. We have not felt warranted in making any
change, and do not believe any change in the near
future is called for, unless perhaps the substitution
of Greenleafs for Hagar's Arithmetic would be an
improvement.
In your twelve districts, during our supervision,
you have had twenty-six terms of school. The whole
number of weeks taught is 261 3-5. Sixty- one and
two-fifths weeks have been taught by males, the rest
by females. The average of the whole number of
scholars attending is 216. Expense of teachers,
including board, $1,730.89. Total expense of the
schools, as estimated, $2,210.89. Cost of tuition per
week, per scholar, 34 1-2 cents.
DISTRICT No. 1.
First Term—Mrs. Priscilla L. Garland, teacher,
dumber of weeks in this term, 8. Average number
of scholars, 18. Wages of teacher per month, in-
cluding board, $20.00.
Second Term—Mr. Daniel F. Merrow, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 12. Average num-
ber of scholars, 16. Wages of teacher per month,
including board, $32.00.
DISTRICT No. 2.
First Term—Miss Belle C. Fall, teacher. Number
of weeks in this term, 8. Average number of schol-
ars, 32. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $30.00.
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Second Term—Miss Belle C. Fall, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 12. Average number ol
scholars, 31. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $30.00.
Third Term—A. P. Chesley, A. B-, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 10. Average number of
scholars, 31 13-100. Wages of teacher per month,
including board, $50.00.
DISTRICT No. 3.
First Term—Miss Abbie B. Parker, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 8. Average number o£
scholars, 13. AYages of teacher per month, including
board, $20.00.
Second Term—Miss Abbie E. Cate, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 16. Average number of.
scholars, 10. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $20.00.
DISTRICT No. 4.
First Term—Miss Lizzie B. Cate, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 8. Average number of
scholars, 14. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $20.00.
Second Term—Miss Mary A. Quimby, teacher-
Number of weeks in this term, 16. Average number
of scholars, 14. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $26.00.
DISTRICT No. 5.
First Term—Miss Cora E. Sibley, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 9. Average number of
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scholars, 28. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $28.00.
Second Term—Miss Cora E. Sibley, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 12 3-5. Average number
of scholars, 25. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $30.00.
DISTRICT No. 6.
First Term—Miss Mary F. Wentworth, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 8. Average number
of scholars, 15. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $16.40.
Second Term—Mr. Aziah C. Willey, Jr., teacher.
Number of weeks in this term. 12 2-5. Average num-
ber of scholars, 17. Wages of teacher per month,
including board, $30.00.
DISTRICT No. 7.
First Term—Mrs. Hattie N. A. Bertsch, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 8. Average number
of scholars, 10. Wages of teacher per month, inclul-
ing board, $20.00.
Second Term—Miss Jennie C. Boynton, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 8 3-5. Average num-
ber of scholars, 10. Wages of teacher per month, in-
eluding board, $28.00.
DISTRICT No. 8.
First Term—Miss Belle H. Wentworth, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 7. Average number
of scholars, 19. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $2400.
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Second Term—Mr. Edgar Weeks, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 9. Average number of
scholars, 22. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, 840.00.
DISTRICT No. 9.
First Term—Mrs. Mary A. Quimby, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 8. Average number of
scholars, 26. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $30.00.
Second Term—Miss Nell E. Hamlin, teacher. Num
-
ber of weeks in this term, 10. Average number of
scholars, 24. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $30.00.
Third Term—Miss Nell E. Hamlin, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 11. Average number of
scholars, 32. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $38.00.
DISTRICT No. 10.
First Term—Miss Cora May Furber, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks iri this term, 7. Average number of
scholars, 4. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $20.00.
Second Term—Mr. Horace B. Tuttle, teacher.
—
Number of weeks in this term, 8. Average number
of scholars, 5. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $30.00.
DISTRICT No. 11.
First Term—Miss Mary C. Ballard, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 7. Average number of
32
scholars, 14. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $19.00.
Second Term—Miss Mary C. Ballard, teacher.
—
Number of weeks in this term, 15. Average number
of scholars, 7. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $21.00.
DISTRICT No. 12.
First Term—Miss Sarah A. Ham, teacher. Num-
ber of weeks in this term, 9. Average number of
scholars, 47. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $32.00.
Second Term—Miss C. Augusta Clement, teacher.
Number of weeks in this term, 14. Average number
of scholars, 40. Wages of teacher per month, includ-
ing board, $40.00.
We would simply add, that our thanks are due both
teachers and scholars, for the uniform courtesy with
which they have treated us ; and as this is the last
time we shall hold the relation to them we have during
this year, it is our sincere prayer that all of them
may be permitted to fill up a long life with such deeds
of usefulness, that at its close they may have chiseled
their name so high and deep in the solid temple of
fame, that time shall not efface it.
SAM'L W. ROBERTS,
Supt. School Committee of Wakefield.
March 7, 1881.
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I.
»REPORT.
PAID THE FOLLOWING BILLS BY ORDERS ON
TOWN TREASURER.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State tax, 1292 00
Charles W. Fall, County tax, 1894 43
$3,186 43
THE SEVERAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
Paid Calvin Farnham &J. W. Evans for Dist. No. 1, 182 65
Andrew J. Milliken, " 2, 255 53
Isaac D. Watson, " 3, 157 95
Mrs. Mary 0. Davis, " 4, 147 00
Nancy W. Mansur, " 5, 145 00
Madison S. Wentworth, " 6, 147 90
Joshua Brooks, " 7, 50 00
Jonathan M. Burley, " 8, 164 48
Horace H. Moulton, " 9, 297 30
Charles H. Jenness, " 10, 100 00
Hiram R. Waldron, " 11, 118 80
Charles H. Willey, f< 12, 246 51
$2,013 12
4PAUPERS.
?aid James W. Garvin, supplies for Blisa family, 10 41
Washington Libbey, support of George Libbey, 98 50
Charles H. Smith, beef for Bliss family, 1 25
Arziah *C. Willey, " 52 50
E. R. Willey, taking care " 18 00
A. B. Spencer, coffin for Bliss child, 15 00
John E. Scruton, med. att. on Bliss family, 28 14
Mrs. N. Blaisdell, aid and supplies " 7 86
Fred J. Horn for Bliss family, 8 00
Wm. H. Willey, 2d, " Joseph F. Nason, 2 08
Mark A. L. Colbath, aid for Bliss family, 6 00
Timothy Davis and M. C. Davis, for J. Young, 190 85
Samuel W. Roberts, 14 40
L. G. Moulton, coffin for Mr. Drury, 13 00
M. V. B. Drury, care of his father, 15 00
J. W. Mathews, aid for Joseph Nason and
James M. Drury, 28 50
$509 49
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
Paid Hiram R. Waldron, 23 50
Robert H. Pike, 22 35
James W. Hill, 20 75
Asa W. Hill, 16 00
Daniel S. Davis, 8 00
Daniel N. Tuttle, 6 00
Ebenezer H. Perkins, 8 62
Leslie W. Perkins, 6 62
Isaac D. Watson, 7 72
John Mee, 13 50
William H. Perkins, 4 75
Arziah C. Willey, 4 75
William H. Wyman, 3 50
5Paid Thomas W, Hill. 3 37
Aaron N. Hanson, 3 50
Washington Libbey, 3 0O
Alvah Runnels, 3 62
R. F. D. Sibley, 2 50
Asa M. Brackett, 1 95
Thomas L. Wentworth, 50
John D. Waldron, 1 50
Hiram Jones, 50
Mayhew C. Davis, 8 75
$175 25
BREAKING ROADS.
Paid Dist. No. 1, John W. Kimball, Surveyor, 59 85
2, William A. Maleham, " 57 06
3, Daniel N. Tuttle, " 66 42
4, Isaac D. Watson, * 77 16
5, Freeman D. Pike, " 48 29
6, James W. Hill, « 52 68
7, John J. Horn, " 45 78
8, Alvah Runnels, " 62 10
9, Samuel F. Lane, " 47 64
10, Phineas J. Weeks, " 58 56
11, George W. Seward, " 28 72
12, John Kimball, " 1 98
13, Thomas L. Wentworth, " 34 77
14, John F. Garland, « 41 88
15, Samuel B. Ames, " 28 92
16, Frank A. Dore, " 52 44
17, Thomas Wood, " 72 92
18, John F. Farnham, " 37 74
19, M. S. Wentworth, « 80 45
20, Washington Libbey, " 75 70
21, H. P. Mansur, " 27 02
22, John G. Sanborn, " 52 80
23, Mark F. Piper, « 84 42
6Paid Dist. No. 24, Daniel Brackett, Surveyor, 27 35
25, Calvin Farnham, " 74 40
26, Sylvester M. Cooper, " 14 10
27, Jonathan R. Oilman, " 12 60
28, Joseph Hanson, " 46 29
29, Alex. H. Chamberlin, * 37 20
30, Charles F. Rines, " 36 25
31, Leander W. Lary, " 61 96
32, R. F. D. Sibley, " 87 48
33, Wm. H. Perkins, « 21 36
34, John D. Waldron, " 19 14
$1,633 43
TOWN BONDS AND COUPONS.
Paid Laura E. Scruton, bond and interest, 520 00
Lavina J. Weeks, " " 104 00
Burrows Drew, u " 104 00
Lizzie WTeeks, bonds " 208 00
Catherine W. Weeks, bond 52 00
Algernon S. Weeks, " " 52 00
Interest coupons on bonds remaining unpaid, 540 00
$1,580 00
John W. Sanborn, interest on town note,
known as Rollins fund, 25 00
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.
Paid George A. Yeaton, proportion of interest on
ministerial fund due the Congregational
Society, for the year ending March, 1, '82, 17 91
Paid Hiram P. Mansur, one-half the proportion of
interest on ministerial fund due the F. W.
Baptist Society, for year ending Mar. 1, '82, 8 95
Mrs. Eliza Blake, one-half the proportion of
interest on ministerial fund due the Meth-
odist Society, for year ending March 1, '82, 8 95
$35 81
OUTSTANDING BILLS.
Paid John G. Sanborn, breaking roads in winter of
"79 & ;80, dist. No. 22, 10 50
John J. Horn, do. dist. No. 1, 1 35
" repairs on highway in '80, 6 91
M. Y. B. Drury, breaking roads in "79 & '80, 1 08
E. B. Farnham, lamb killed by dogs in '80, 3 50
John Mee, repairing highway in '80, 1 8T
$25 21
MISCELLANEOUS BILLS.
Paid M. H. Wentworth, tax on money in savings
banks in "79, 33 42
Charles A. Varney, do. do. 29 81
Jacob S. Adams, do. do. *7 50
Almira M. Haines, land damage, 20 00
Dr. A. D. Merrow, 20 00
" John E. Scruton, 20 00
Heirs of Alfred G. Young, 5 41
Samuel B. Ames, 5 85
Samuel W. Roberts, 4 25
George A. Yeaton, bounties on hawks and crows, 1 20
Arziah C. Willey, 8 52
Charles W. Sanborn, 44 00
Mayhew C. Clark, non-resident, 112 93
8Highway taxes paid in labor.
Paid Mayhew C. Clark, as a discount for all further
abatements on tax list, 12 50
Robert G. Pike, 5 62
$331 01
ABATEMENTS.
Isaac N. Fellows, the following abatement on
tax list for 1876 :
Lot or mill privilege at Union, 11 00
Isaac T. Clark, the following abatements on
tax list for 1878 :
Reuben Hanscom, 1 85
Mayhew C. Clark, the following abatements on
tax list for 1881 :
Daniel S. Burley, guardian of Benj. Edgerly,
error in assessment, 7 50
Joseph E. Campnell, 78 Silas E. Davis, 1 55
Moses B. Canney, error in
talmg dog, 1 00
Paul Howard, 1 55
Otis Nason, 1 55
William Pike, 1 55
Edward B. Farnham,
for loss of dog, 1 00
Robert Starrett, 1 55
H. D. Tucker, out of town, 1 55
Henry Bliss, 3 55
Asa M. Farnham, 5 52
Mark F. Hyde, 1 55
Heirs of Chesley Jenness, 1 86
Millett Merrow, 1 92
Ammon S. Reed, 4 35
Woodbury Skillings, 1 55
Heirs of Edmund B.
Tebbetts, 4 19
Julius A. Glidden,
out of town, 1 55
Alonzo Lovell, 1 00
Robert C. McDaniels, 3 00
Geo. A. Richardson, 1 55
I. N. Fellows, loss of
horse taxed Horatio
Jane Mills,
John Wentworth,
Wm. H. Allen,
Chas. W. Colbath,
John R. Downs,
loss of dog,
Sam'l L. McDaniels,
Jacob R. Pike,
Mrs. Emily Rollins,
J. F. Garland, error
in taxing dog,
93
3 10
1 55
95
1 29
1 00
1 86
1 55
40
1 00
9James Tucker, 1 00
Richard Bean, 1 55
John W. Reid, 155
Heirs of W. Moulton, 7 75
Plummer Wilkinson, 1 55
Frank Whitehouse, 1 55
$92 60
WATERING TROUGHS.
Paid Leander W. Lary, 3 00
Jonathan R. Gilman, 3 00
Charles H. Jenness, 3 00
Hiram P. Mansur, 3 00
John W. Mathews, 3 00
$15 00
SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS.
Paid John K. Fellows, for two sheep, 8 00
James P. Fellows, " one " 4 00
John F. Garland, " 4 00
Samuel W. Roberts, " 4 00
John T. Garland, Brookfield, " 4 00
Peter Cook. M 4 00
$28 00
STATIONERY.
Paid Cook & Shapleigh, for printing town accounts, 26 25
George H. H. Silsby <fc Son, ' 11 56
George H. Gage, 1 50
$39 31
10
: I TOWN OFFICERS.
OG !
f
JIO*
.
t |d Robert H. Pike, Treasurer, 30 00
Charles H. Smith, Town Clerk, - 20 03
; Frederick A. Copp, S. S. Committee, 45 00
Joshua H. Cloutman, Supervisor of check-lists, 2 00
Charles W. Sanborn, " 2 00
Charles A. Varney, Auditor, 2 00
Ebenezer Garvin, " 2 00
Asa M. Brackett, Selectman, '80, 6 00
m t George L. Wentworth, " " 10 00
(•,•:,
;
George H. Gage, " 105 15
Arziah C. Willey, " 82 75
George A. Yeaton, u 58 40
Ebenezer Garvin, " 4 00
J^layhew C. Clark, Collector, 70 00
Total paid town officers, $439 33
RECEIVED BY THE TOWN TREASURER.
(Hepeived of the treasurer for '80,
m i
m %
State treasurer, savings bank tax,
u literary fund,
" railroad tax,
County of Carroll,
estate of Daniel Brackett,
Isaac N. Fellows, on tax-list for
Isaac F. Clark, «
" Mahew C. Clark, tax-list in full,
" Isaac T. Clark, interest on taxes,
" George H. Gage, for white lead,
ffifli&le amount received by the treasurer,
;
:
" paid out by selectmen byW orders on town treasurer,
'76,
'78,
'81,
1570 52
732 87
135 88
9 28
343 79
400 00
111 00
27 09
8281 93
1 18
1 28
$11614 82
10128 99
ifftfce in hands of the treasurer $1485 83
\
11
LIABILITIES.
Due the several school districts, unexpended monev
,
'
for '81, ' : 250 61
u several school districts, interest on school
fund for '82, 44 75
;
- Freewill Baptist society, one-half the pro- •
portion of interest on ministerial fund
from March 1, '77, to March 1, '82, 44 75
Methodist society, one-half the proportion
of interest on ministerial fund for the
year ending March 1, J82; 8 95
" several religious societies, interest on
ministerial fund for the year ending-
March 1, '83, 53 73
" John W. Sanborn, note & interest, Rollins
fund, 5 25
" on town bonds, 14040 00
Vv
r
iil be due Isaac N. Fellows, when he settles his
list of taxes for '76, 40 00
Total liabilities, $15007 79
BY SUMS DUE THE TOWN.
Due from the estate of Daniel Brackett, 1535 56
" Isaac N. Fellows, on tax-list for '76, 128 06
County of Carroll, 72 49
treasurer for '81, 1485 83
$3221 94
Amount of liabilities, 15007 79
Money due the town, 3221 94
Leaving balance against the town, $11785 85
GEORGE H. GAGE, ) Selectmen
EBENEZER GARVIN, of
GEORGE A. YEATON, | Wakefield
12
Wakefield, March 7, 1882.
Wg, the subscribers, auditors for the towu of Wakefield,
iiavmg; this day carefully examined the foregoing accounts
of the selectmen, hereby report that we find them correctly
cast" and fully supported by proper vouchers.
RICHARD F. D. SIBLEY.
WILLIAM A. MALEHAM.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
RECEIVED.
Balance from last. year.
George H. Gage.
Daniel Brackett estate.
Carroll County.
State of New Hampshire.
Collectors of taxes,
State and County tax.
School districts.
Support of poor,
Dog tax fund,
Breaking roads,
Bonds and interest,
Miscellaneous bills.
Religious societies,
Highways and bridges.
Outstanding bills.
Town officers.
Printing and Stationery
Watering places,
Abatements,
Cash on hand.
PAID.
1638 12
1 28
400 00
343 739
878 03
8421 20
3186 43
2013 12
509 49
28 00
1633 43
1605 00
318 51
35 81
175 25
92 81
439 33
39 31
15 00
105 10
1485 83
§11682 42
811682 42
ROBERT H. PIKE, Treasurer.
Wakefield, March 14 1882.
We, the subscribers, auditors for the town of Wakefield,
having this day carefully examined the foregoing accounts
of the treasurer, hereby report that we find them correctly
cast and fully supported by proper vouchers.
RICHARD F. D. SIBLEY.
WILLIAM A. MALEHAM.
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At the annual election in March, 1853, the town voted to
publish, in connection with the town accounts, the annual re-
port of the Superintending School Committee of the town,
and this report was published the following year for the first'
time. In accordance with that vote, the annual report has-
continued to be published ever since ; and according to this
arrangement the committee of the present year respectfully
present this the 29th annual report of the public schools of
the town. In this long interval of nearly thirty years it is evi-5
dent that many and marked changes must have taken place in
the condition and welfare of the town in general, and in the
state and condition of the public schools in particular. While
a few districts have gained slightly in population, others 'have
lost, but on the whole with diminished results. While none
of the old districts have been consolidated, none have been dis-
continued. Two new districts have been established by divi*
16
eion of some of the old oneB, so that instead of 10 districts as
then we now have 12. In this time 5 new school-houses
have been made, and several of the old ones materially re-
paired and- improved. Several of the new ones were model
structures of convenience and fitness at the time of their erec-
tion. The contributions for the support of schools have in-
creased from some $600 to over $2000 per year, while the
whole number of scholars has decreased from 370 to only
about 300 at the present time. From the small sum of $2.00
per scholar each year the appropriation has increased to nearly
$7.00, thus affording much longer terms of schools and better
facilities for educational improvement. Thirty years ago but
one district in town raised more than $80 to be expended in
the cause of letters, while several other districts failed to raise
half of that amount. Now the smallest amount raised in any
district is much more than the largest of any district at
that time. Instead of but few weeks devoted as then to school
purposes, most districts now furnish for half the year educa-
tional advantages to all its children and youth, while some
furnish much more than this. Some districts that had only
one short term of school now have instead two long terms,
while others have three such terms. These are gratifying
facts to the patrons of learning, and if rightly considered and
used, such inestimable advantages will never be fooled and
fretted away, as I fear they too often are. Under the present
dispensation of things, I think the youth of our town have
about all the opportunity they need or can use to advantage
in acquiring a useful education. If the standard of scholar-
ship in our schools has not reached a higher point intellectu-
ally considered, by longer schools, improved methods of teach-
ing and superior text books, it is reached at an earlier age.
Of the 18 different teachers employed in the town the past
year three of them have been males and 15 females. 277 weeks
of school have been taught, 33 by males and 244 by females.
29 different terms constitute the school year ; 1 2 of them
17
have been summer terms, 6 winter, and 11 fall and winter
combined. Average length of terms of all the schools,
weeks, nearly. The following statement exhibits the condition
and operation of our district schools for the past year : In
the amount of wages of teachers board is included. The Roll
of Honor includes an account of those scholars only whose
record of attendance has been perfect and free from all blem-
ishes of absence and tardiness :
DISTRICT No. 1.
First term. Teacher, Miss Lillian A. Twombly.
Length, 8 weeks ; scholars, 18; average, 16. Wages, $21
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 3.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Addie A. Moulton.
Length, 8 weeks ; scholars, 19 ; average, 17. Wages, $26
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 5.
Third term. Teacher, Mis3 Addie A. Moulton.
Length, 10 weeks; scholars, 20; average, 18. Wages, $26
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 5.
DISTRICT No. 2.
First term. Teacher, Miss Belle C. Fall.
Length, 7 weeks ; scholars, 31 ; average, 29. Wages, 124
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 13.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Belle C. Fall.
Length, 7 weeks ; scholars, 25; average, 23. Wages, $24
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
Third term. Teacher, Mr. Emery Pinkham.
Length 12 weeks
; scholars, 29 ; average, 27. Wages, $54
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 1.
DISTRICT No. 3.
First term. Teacher, Miss Lillie A. Bagley.
Length, 9 weeks ; scholars, 11 ; average, 11. "Wages, £22
per awmths Na on Evil trf Honor* 1.
i
Second term. Teacher, Miss Lillie A. Bagley.
Length, 17 weeks; scholars, 14 ; average, 8. Wages, $22
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 1.
DISTRICT No. 4.
First term. Teacher, Mrs. Mary A. Quinby.
Length, 9 weeks ; scholars, 15 ; average, 15. Wages, $24
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Cora E. Sibley.
Length, 13 weeks
;
scholars, 19 ; average, 17. Wages, $26
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
DISTRICT No. 5.
First term. Teacher, Mrs. Lizzie C. Berry.
Length, 9 weeks; scholars, 30; average, 28. Wages, $26
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 11.
Second term. Teacher, Mr. Elmer H. Brackett.
Length. 9 weeks ; scholars, 30 ; average, 27. Wages, $36
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 6.
DISTRICT No. 6.
First term. Teacher, Miss Anna M. Tebbets.
Length, 9 weeks ; scholars, 17 ; average, 15. Wages, $19
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 2.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Anna M. Tebbetts.
Length, 14 weeks ; scholars, 19; average, 16. Wages, $24
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 4.
DISTRICT No. 7.
First term. Teacher, Mrs. Hattie N. A. Bertsch.
Length, 7 weeks ; scholars, 8 ; average, 7. Wages, $20 per
month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
Second term. Teacher, Mrs. Hattie N. A. Bertsch.
Length, 12 weeks; scholars, 11 ; average, 9. Wages, $22
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
DISTRICT No. 8.
First term. Teacher, Miss Mary S. Wentworth.
Length, 8 weeks
;
scholars, 16 ; average, 14. Wages, $24
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
Second term. Teacher, Mr. Arthur P. Merrow.
Length, 12 weeks; scholars, 21; average, 17. Wages, $30
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
DISTRICT No, 9.
First term. Teacher, Miss Nell E. Hamlen.
Length, 10 weeks; scholars, 29; average, 26. Wages, $32
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 3.
Second term. Teacher, Miss. Nell E. Hamlen.
Length, 10 weeks
;
scholars, 30
; average, 26. Wages, $36
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 2.
Third term. Teacher, Miss Nell E. Hamlen.
Length, 10 weeks
;
scholars, 32; average, 27. Wages, $40
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 5.
DISTRICT No. 10.
First term. Teacher, Miss Mary A. Cook.
Length, 8 weeks; scholars, 5; average 3. Wages, $20 per
month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Mary A. Cook.
Length, 8 weeks
;
scholars, 5
;
average, 4. Wages, $20 per
month. No. on Roll of Honor, none.
DISTRICT No. 11.
First term. Teacher, Miss Lillian D. Black.
Length, 7 weeks; scholars, 13; average, 11. Wages, $16
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 7.
Second term. Teacher, Miss Bessie L. Corson.
Length, 4 weeks ; scholars, 17 ; average, 15. Wages, $20
per month, No. on Roll of Honor, 6,
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Third term. Teaoher, Miss Bessie L. Corson.
Length, 12 weeks; scholars, 24; average, 16. Wages, $20
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 1.
DISTRICT No. 12.
First term. Teacher, Miss C. Augusta Clement.
Length, 9 weeks ; scholars, 48 ; average, 46. Wages, $36
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 11.
Second term. Teacher, Miss C. Augusta Clement.
Length, 9 weeks; scholars, 55 ; average, 51. Wages, $36
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 5.
Third term. Teacher, Miss C. Augusta Clement.
Length, 10 weeks; scholars, 61 ; average, 56. Wages, $36
per month. No. on Roll of Honor, 2.
The contributions devoted to school purposes the past year
in the aggregate amount to $2053.28, raised by the following
means: By town tax, $1130.50 ; savings bank tax, $732.87;
literary fund, $135.88; income from local funds, $44.75 ; rail-
road tax, $9.28. This divided among the 303 different schol-
ars of the town who have had the benefits gives $6.77 per
scholar. In addition to the above amount, the annual income
of $100 from the Ellen Dow fund applied for the aid of a
high school, and which has thus far been enjoyed almost ex-
clusively by the scholars of this town, adds $100 to the total
school fund, and increases the appropriation to $7.10 per
scholar.
The longest time devoted to school purposes in any one
district is in District No. 9 (Union), consisting of three terms
of ten weeks each, or thirty weeks total.
The least time so employed was in District No. 10, 16
weeks, consisting of two terms of eight weeks each. Of the
whole number of scholars attending schools throughout the
town, 283 have attended to reading and spelling, 261 to pen-
manship, 205 to arithmetic, 152 to geography, 112 to gram-
nmar, 58 to history, 29 to composition, 61 to vocal music, 24
to algebra, 16 to book-keeping, 9 to philosophy, 4 to physiol-
ogy, 2 to astronomy, and 1 each to chemistry, geometry and
surveying.
The committee in the discharge of his duty has made 54
visits to the different schools, making at least the customary
allowance of two visits in each term, except when prevented
by want of notice or inability to attend. All the schools have
fulfilled their allotted terms of service quietly, orderly, and to
the general acceptance of all concerned, no complaints of a
serious nature ever having reached the knowledge of the com-
mittee. No case of maladministration, of insubordination, of
trouble or difficulty seems to have arisen anywhere, requiring
the aid of the committee to settle. Of the 18 different teach-
ers required to satisfy the educational wants of the town, 6 of
them have been young in years and inexperienced, making
their first experiments in the art of a pedagogue. Several of
the others have had some experience in the business ; but
most of the rest have been veterans in the cause and well
tried and trained in the practical workings of the school-room.
The administration of all has been quite satisfactory to the
committee, and in some instances particularly so. That their
labors have been approved and appreciated is attested by the
fact that the services of most teachers were retained through
the whole school year, and this has been done in nearly every
instance where such a result was possible of attainment. It is
worth our while to ponder this fact, that committees and all
engaged in the management of school affairs will do well to
continue to employ their old teachers, whose labors have been
satisfactory and productive of good results.
Your committee deem the annual amount of more than
$2000 no mean or meagre sum to be devoted to school pur-
poses, and its proper expenditure a matter of no trifling im-
port. The employment of a sum so much larger than for-
merly should be attended with proportionally increased ef-
nfects productive of good results. It is neoessary now that
more than an elementary and superficial knowledge of a few
studies only should be acquired. The whole area of intsllec-
tual development should be enlarged and elevated. Every
agency tending to this result should be embraced and em-
ployed. Not only the engagement of teachers of higher intel-
lectual attainments and better qualifications, but a better pro-
fessional preparation for the practical duties of the school-
room. The introduction of new and improved text books, and
such as are adapted to the progressive spirit of the age, instead
of the old worm-eaten, dilapidated and obsolete ones of a past
generation. The economy that begrudges the occasional sub-
stitution of new and fresh school books for old and useless
ones is ill considered and destructive of its own interests.
The class and character of the books in use in our schools I
found far from satisfactory. In this respect my opinion seems
to differ essentially from that declared by my respected prede-
cessor a year ago. Instead of thinking no change in this re-
spect necessary, I consider the change of nearly every school
book in use at that time unconditionally required. As a com-
meniement of this reform, I have succeeded in introducing a
new geography into nearly every school in town. A new series
of arithmetics has been adopted and partially introduced.
The completion of this work should be accomplished by all
means the coming year. Our school system, through enlarged
means and longer terms of service, has reached a condition
that imperatively demands a careful, critical and energetic su-
pervison in all departments. To the able management of the
supervisors of public instruction do the public schools of such
places as Boston, Dover, Manchestsr and Concord owe their
efficiency in a great measure. This supervision in our town of
late has been conducted more in regard to economy of expense
than utility of purpose. The small remuneration usually ex-
acted for this service precludes the expenditure of mere time
and labor on the part of the supervisor than is just necessary
(9 satisfy the requirement of law and custom..
23
In regard to this matter, the committee of the present year
would say that, in the discharge of his various official duties,
he has spent some two months' time ; has made some 60 visits
to the different schools ; has investigated the capabilities of 18
different teachers, and given 29 certificates of qualification
;
has spent as much time as possible under the circumstances in
examining the condition and management of school exercises,
and has made such suggestions in such cases and at such times
as seemed conducive to the interests of education. Still he
feels much dissatisfied with his labors. Under a different and
better order of circumstances he thinks much more might have
been effected. With this short apology for his shortcomings
he submits the above brief exposition in lieu of a better report.
FREDERICK A. COPP.
Wakefield, March 1, 1882.



